
Group Bookings 
 
We can arrange bespoke tours for groups of 
six individuals or more. Please contact us to 
discuss your requirements. Tours depend on 
the availability of volunteers for the date you 
require. 
 
There is no coach parking available at the  
museum or castle, however, drop off may be 
possible on the main road outside the          
Museum, or on Church Street for the Castle.  
 
Free coach parking is available at Kilburn 
Road Coach Park. 
 

Castle Opening Hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Museum Opening Hours 

Where are we? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Rutland County Museum can be found close 
to the town centre, opposite the County    
Council offices.  
 
   Oakham Castle is situated just off the market 
place in Oakham Town Centre.  
 
Both venues are close to public car parks. 
 
 
All enquiries and correspondence to: 
 
Rutland County Museum 
Catmos Street 
OAKHAM 
Rutland 
LE15 6HW 
 
Tel: 01572 758440  
Fax: 01572 758445 
Email: museum@rutland.gov.uk 
 

www.rutland.gov.uk/museum 
www.rutland.gov.uk/castle  

 

Monday 10am - 4pm 

Wednesday 10am - 4pm 
Thursday 10am—4pm 
Friday 10am - 4pm 
Saturday 10am - 4pm 

Tuesday Closed 

Sunday Closed 

Monday 10am - 4pm 

Wednesday 10am - 4pm 
Thursday Closed 
Friday 10am - 4pm 
Saturday 10am - 4pm 

Tuesday Closed 

Sunday Closed 

FREE 
ENTRY 



Oakham Castle 
 
   The splendid Great Hall of Oakham Castle is 
one of the finest examples of late 12th  
century domestic architecture in England. 
 
   The Great Hall was built by Walkelin de  
Ferrers, a Norman baron, in about 1180-90. 
The remains of other parts of this fortified  
residence lie beneath the grass of the inner 
bailey. It was surrounded by earthen banks 
and stone walls which had at least two  
towers. To the north were gardens and  
Fishponds (now Cutt’s Close). 
 
The Court 
 

   By the early 16th     
century many of the  
buildings were ruinous. 
However the Great Hall 
continued in use as a 
courtroom, the hub of 
both the manor of      
Oakham and County of 
Rutland.  Assize courts 
were held here until 1970. 
Today, occasional Crown 
Courts and Coroner's  

Inquests still take place. 
 
The Horseshoes 

 
   Over 230 horseshoes 
hang on the walls of the 
Great Hall. These  
represent the unique  
custom that every peer of 
the realm must give a 
horseshoe to the lord of 
the manor on their first  

visit to Oakham. The oldest surviving horseshoe 
is said to have been given by Edward IV, brother 
of Richard III, around 1470.  
   
Castle Tours 
 

   Our volunteer guides will show 
you how the passage of 900 
years of history have changed 
the    building. You will be told 
the  stories behind some of the     

extraordinary horseshoes on     
 display, and some of the convictions in the court. 
 
   Weather-permitting, tours can include the 
stocks and Castle walls into Cutt’s Close if       
requested. 
 
Rutland County Museum 
 
Rutland County Museum and Visitor Centre is 
the perfect introduction to England’s smallest 
county. The museum displays tell the story of the 
county, and are complemented by exhibits of   
archaeology, history and rural life. 
 
The museum hosts regular exhibitions, and is 
home to the last remaining example of New Drop 
Gallows in England. 
 
Museum Tours 
 
Learn how this unique building, & the objects 

within, reflect the social and       
domestic issues of the time in 
which is was built, and let our 
guides introduce you to some of 
the well-known and eccentric 

characters in Rutland History. 
Hear about the gallows, and some of 

those whose lives ended on this sombre exhibit. 

Tour Dates 
 

   Tour dates during the summer season 
April—September are advertised in the local 
press and on our website at  

www.rutland.gov.uk/castle 
Tours commence at 10.30am and last 45mins 

to 1 hour. 
 

   Entry to the Castle, Museum, and tours, are 
FREE and booking is not required. However, 
we may need to make special arrangements 
for large groups. 
 
An Access Policy Statement is available on 
our website detailing our access  
arrangements. 
 
High-quality artisan souvenirs and a Castle 
Guide Book are available for purchase in the 
Castle. 
 
The Museum has a gift shop stocked with    
artisan jewellery, educational toys, vintage 
style gifts and more. 
 

Treasure Trails 
 
Have you tried a Treasure 
Trail? They feature Oakham, 
Uppingham and Rutland Water, 
and come in the form of either a 
murder mystery or a treasure 
map.  

 
Following the clues you find the code that can 
win you a cash prize. They offer a wonderful 
and exciting way to see local attractions and 
take you to places that you never knew        
existed.  
 
Available from the Museum Gift Shop. 


