
Barrowden School was built in 1862 by the Marquess of 
Exeter. Within a year up to 120 pupils were attending. The 
school was extended in 1872 with the addition of an                   
infants room. The first report by the Head in 1872 was 
hardly complimentary: ‘The intelligence of the Upper                   
classes requires much cultivation.’ In 1880 the Inspector is 
scathing and considers that the spelling throughout the 
school might be better. 
 

In 1895 Mr Brittiff Tidd and his wife Agnes were appointed 
as Headmaster and Mistress. Their eight years of service 
’greatly improved the village school, and the discipline 
(and) efficiency.’ Following their departure in 1903,              
standards declined almost overnight. However by 1905 the 
Inspector was able to report ‘a decided improvement in 
the tone, discipline and efficiency of the school.’ 
 

In 1973 the children of junior school age were moved to 
North Luffenham Primary School. For several years, the 
building continued to be run as an Infant School for three 
and four year olds.  
 

Barrowden School, now a private house 

Grantham Journal, 9 May 1903 



Bisbrooke (later Bisbrooke and Glaston) School opened in 1872 in the 
grounds of Bisbrooke Hall. The school could accommodate 64 seniors and 
24 infants. 
 

A constant concern was over the number of pupils attending as funding 
was dependent on this. Frequently the attendance officer would be called 
in to see the parents of absent pupils. Often the reason was illness: 
 

‘A few of the children have been away with blister pox’ (May 1892). 
‘Coughing among the children is, at times, most distressing’ (Feb 1901). 
‘2 or 3 cases of ringworm’ (June 1903). 
 

Illness was not always to blame: 
 

‘The attendance is not good - many children are kept away for the purpose 
of taking fruit to Uppingham’ (June 1914). 
 

Inspectors did consistently praise the educational standards at the school: 
 

‘The order is good. The work goes on well’ (May 1904). 
‘A thoroughly creditable examination. All the children showed by their                      
answers, that they are well and carefully taught.’ (Report on the religious 
examination, Sept 1909). 
 

The school closed at the end of the summer term 1962. 

The Singing Class from 
Bisbrooke and                          

Glaston School, 1907 

The School in around 1911  



In 1833 there were four daily schools and a Sunday school in Braunston. The largest 
school provided education for ten boys and four girls. The master’s salary was paid by 
a charitable endowment. The children attending the other three schools were                                        
educated at their parent’s expense. In 1846 a Church of England school, designed for 
100 pupils, was built funded by public subscription. 
 

By 1905 the Rutland Education Committee had approved plans for a new school,    
commissioned by a local resident, Evan Hanbury (of the brewing family and Master of 
the Cottesmore Hunt). Mr. Hanbury covered the whole cost of the spacious new 
school at a cost of £1500. The school opened in 1906 and the first pupil to have the 
honour of ringing the school bell was Edward Atton. 

Braunston School c.1970 

Many of Braunston’s residents were Non-Conformists who                
objected to the religious teaching offered as part of the                             
curriculum. In 1903 Richard Buckby, a Methodist, refused to 
pay his contribution to the education rate. The local authority 
confiscated his horse and auctioned it off. The £5 5s raised was 
used to pay off his debt. The purchaser was Richard Buckby 
who couldn’t be parted from his horse! 
 

Braunston Church of England School closed its doors in 1971 
after pupil numbers had dwindled to just 17. 

Evan Hanbury 



The school at Clipsham was built in 1849, originally to 
house 40 children. It was erected by the Lord of the  
Manor, Edward Hastropp, of The Hall. By 1903 numbers 
had fallen to seven boys, three girls and five infants. 
 

As with most schools, attendance and discipline were a 
constant issue. The newspaper article below, from 1898,  
reports that one of the pupils, Thomas Peacock, had 
failed to regularly attend school and obtain a certificate 
of proficiency. As a result, his employer and father were 
both summoned by the Magistrates and fined. 
 

In July 1895, the Inspector noticed that discipline was lax. 
However, in January 1897, the Monitress, Rose Harris, is 
asked to resign as she ‘administers punishment too 
freely.’ 
 

Clipsham School closed in July 1960 and from September 
1960 the children from the village attended Great                            
Casterton School. At the time of its closure the average 
attendance was just 16 pupils. 

Stamford Mercury, 5 August 1898 
 

Clipsham School, now a private house 


