
In 1838 Sir Gilbert Heathcote had a school built in Audit Hall Road. 
It consisted of a large room divided by a screen with a fireplace at 
each end. It also seems to have had a gallery. Sir Gilbert also gave 
£15 towards a salary for the school-master whom he appointed. 
 

In 1867 there were 50 boys and 16 girls attending the school. By         
November 1872 the school was so full that 141 pupils were                 
present at one session. A new classroom was therefore added for 
the infants and came into use in February 1873. 
 

William Forsyth (from Berwick-upon-Tweed) became headmaster 
in November 1890 and reported that he ‘examined the school and 
found it in a wretched condition as regards work, but was much 
struck by the tidiness of the children.’ His wife Sarah taught the                 
infants. Both were strict disciplinarians but good teachers so it is 
no surprise that in 1900 the Inspector reported that ‘both sections 
are well disciplined and taught in praiseworthy fashion.’ 
 

Forsyth was succeeded by his son William in 1924 who remained 
in post for thirty years. The new present-day school came into use 
in 1972 and was officially opened in 1973. 

The School on Audit Hall Road,    
early 1900s 

The School today, now a private house 



Essendine School straddled the counties of 
Lincolnshire and Rutland. It was decided to 
build there rather than in the village itself as 
about half of the pupils attending came from 
Essendine while the other half were from  
Carlby in Lincolnshire. The school opened in 
1878. A house adjacent to the school was built 
for the Headmaster. 
 

In 1902 there were 20 boys, 25 girls and 21                       
infants attending the school. The Inspectors 
report of that year stated that ‘The Master 
needs help, and the School Board should            
appoint a monitor, and take more interest in 
the welfare of the school.’ By 1932 the school 
had 68 pupils and was certified as ‘efficient’. 
 

The school, after ninety years, closed on 1             
November 1968 and was converted into a                 
private house. The children of Essendine and 
Carlby joined Ryhall School. 
 

Grantham Journal, 26 January 1924 



The earliest school in Exton was recorded in 1692. By 1885, there 
were three separate schools in the village of Exton. The Mixed 
National School was located at 4 Oakham Road in a former 
house. The upper chambers had been removed in order to                             
create a long, narrow schoolroom. The Infant School was in a 
‘quaint old building adjoining the Vicarage grounds.’ By the late 
1800s the Infant School had been incorporated into the Mixed 
School and the building had disappeared. 
 

An unusual feature of the educational provision for Exton was 
that of a Roman Catholic School in the village. This was opened 
in 1874 and located on the corner of Top Street and High Street. 
It was built by Charles George Noel, 2nd Earl of Gainsborough 
(1818-1881). Charles and his wife had converted to Roman                       
Catholicism on New Year’s Day in 1850. New appointments to 
the Earl’s staff tended to be Roman Catholics. Some of the old 
servants and workers from the village also changed their religion.  
 

In July 1964 the Catholic school closed and the pupils were  
transferred to the Oakham R.C Aided School. In April 1967 the 
Primary school moved to a new building in Garden Road. 

The former Primary school on            
Oakham Road, now a private house 

The former Catholic school, now a 
private house 



The first National School in Hambleton 
was built in 1838 by subscription and 
on land given by George Finch Esq. 
  

However, in 1892 a new school had to 
be built away from the centre of the 
village. This was on the orders of the 
Squire, so that the school children 
would not get in the way of hunting 
horses on their way to the Hall, and 
whilst gathering on the Green,                          
opposite the old school.  
 

The new school was to house 45                   
juniors and 15 infants. 
 

The school closed in 1962. 
 

The Infants Class at Hambleton 
School with their teacher Miss                        

Mason, 1911 
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