
Morcott Elementary School was founded in 1822 to provide free                             
education for all village children. It was funded by the Lord of the Manor, 
Samuel Fydell Rowley, who paid for the school building as well as running 
costs and teacher’s salaries. After his death this tradition was continued 
by his great-nephew, the heir to his estate. In recognition of the family’s 
generosity the school was named the Fydell School. For over 100 years 
this was the only elementary school in Rutland solely maintained without 
government grant.  
 

In 1933 George Fydell Rowley died leaving £3000 to be spent on the 
Fydell School. The following year the Rutland Education Committee                     
assumed control of the school and it was renamed the Morcott C.E.                     
Aided Primary School. The school premises were in need of repair and 
without any form of electrical supply. Work began in 1936 to bring the 
school up to a reasonable standard during which time the children were 
housed at the Grange. The school finally reopened in April 1937. 
 

In 1900 the school had an average of 100 pupils but by the 1960s                           
numbers had dwindled to around 17. The school was closed at the end of 
the summer term 1968 and the Morcott children were transferred to 
North Luffenham School. 
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A school existed in North Luffenham as early as 1534, run 
by a trust known as the Town Lands. The school was located 
in the village reading room. 
 

When this school was replaced in 1858, its successor was 
built behind it in what is now School Lane. It was a National 
School, supervised by the Church of England and regularly 
inspected by diocesan inspectors. The building consisted of 
a single room which was designed to accommodate 70              
juniors and 30 infants. 
 

In 1966 the Air Ministry decided to build additional married 
quarters at North Luffenham base. The County and                                  
Diocesan Education Committee responded with plans to 
build a new school to serve the villages of North and South 
Luffenham and Morcott at a cost of £44,000. 
 

The new school was named St Mary and St John’s C of E   
Primary School after the churches in South Luffenham (St 
Mary's) and North Luffenham (St John's). The Lord Bishop 
of Peterborough officially opened the school and teaching 
began on 17 April 1969. 

‘Grantham Journal’, 7 May 1887 
 

The former school, now a private house 



In 1818, 20 children were receiving an education at a day 
school in the village, the cost of their education paid by their 
parents. The children of poorer families were provided with a 
basic education at the parish Sunday school. 
 

The village has had two purpose built schools. The first was 
opened in 1846 on The Street. By 1872 pupil numbers had  
increased to nearly 70 and a larger school was needed. This 
was made possible by a gift of land by Lord Aveland and a 
£1000 donation from the rector, Rev. James Gylby Lonsdale. 
The Stamford Mercury reported: ‘the Rector has spared         
neither trouble nor expense to make the school comfortable.’ 
The old school was converted into housing for the Head. 
 

The new school was built to accommodate 72 juniors and 32 
infants but from the start it suffered from poor attendance. 
By 1883 numbers were described as ‘shamefully small’. Those 
that did attend were often mischievous and log books record 
that Frank Pridmore, Arthur Scotney and J. Berridge all eight 
years old, received two stripes on the hand. They’d been 
caught, in the schoolroom, smoking a bamboo cane, stuffed 
with tobacco from discarded cigarette butts! 

The former school, now a private house 

South Luffenham School closed in 1969 
and village children were merged with 
those from Morcott at St Mary and St 
John’s in North Luffenham. The school 
building is now a private house with listed 
building status. 



In 1692 Henry Forster, of Thistleton, provided funding for the children of the village poor to be taught free 
of charge. A Select Committee Report on the Education of the Poor (1818) records that 30 Thistleton                
children were benefitting from the Forster Trust. Numbers continued to grow and in 1874 a new school-
room was built. However, sanitary conditions within the school were poor with an open cesspool behind 
the boy’s toilets and a lack of handwashing facilities, which were finally provided in 1912. 
 

School inspections were frequently held and these give an indication of the standard of education                            
provided. In 1880 the mistress was advised to teach ‘sums’ instead of problems which were ‘too long for 
country children to work out’. A few years later H.M.I reported that the ‘grammar was almost worthless’ 
and poetry was ‘badly said’. As a result the government grant was reduced for ‘faults of instruction’. 

The former school, now a private house 

The school log books record the excuses made for   
absence: In 1876 there were 39 children absent                   
collecting sticks. On another occasion one child was 
kept at home to ‘carry two loaves to the bakehouse’ 
and another took three days off to ‘collect cowslips.’ 
 

By 1932 the number of pupils had dropped to seven. 
Rutland Education Committee made the decision to 
close the school and transfer the pupils to Market 
Overton School. 



In 1818 the Government Select Committee on Education of the Poor reported that ‘the poor (of Wing) 
have great difficulty in sparing sufficient means for their children’s education.’ At that time only five                     
village children were receiving an education.  
 

In 1853 a purpose built school was built to accommodate 70 pupils. The cost was met by a grant from the 
National Society and public donations. Although pupil numbers continued to grow, attendance was often 
poor. The school log books contain some of the excuses used such as ‘a need to follow the hounds’ or 
‘taking meals out to farm workers.’ One ten year old absentee was found driving cattle to Oakham market. 
 

School inspections ranged from good to unsatisfactory, the most damning being the report of H.M.I of 
1907: ‘The school is not in a satisfactory state...the children are not being well trained to use their wits; as 
a rule they give a sort of half attention.’ 

Pupils at Wing School c.1890s 

After the Second World War pupil numbers went into  
decline. In 1973 the juniors were moved to Edith Weston 
School and by 1976 there were only nine pupils left at 
Wing. In 1977 the school closed and the remaining                             
pupils were transferred to Edith Weston. The building is 
now used as the village hall. 


